
 

The Misadventures of Frederick by Emma Chichester Clark 

Share the book with an adult or older sibling and make notes in your Reading Gladiators 
notebook. 

NOTE TO PARENTS: 

Sharing a book with your child is a magical experience. Sometimes the temptation is to rush 
through the story and focus on the text. By slowing down, looking at the pictures and discussing 
the action and feelings of the characters, alongside your child's own thoughts makes the 
experience a valuable learning exercise as well as thoroughly enjoyable. 

When starting a new book together take time to look at the cover and title pages. Children enjoy 
playing detective and looking for clues as to what kind of story is to follow. 

Start by looking at the front cover. 

Where are we? Who can we see? What are they doing? 

Now open the book and look at the title pages. Title pages give us a lot of information about 
who wrote and produced the book 

Can you find the author's name? 

Who illustrated this story? (you may need to explain that illustration refers to the pictures) 

You might find the name of the publisher too. 

The title page can also give clues as to what is in the book. 

● What can you see on the title page? 
● Have you visited anywhere like this? 
● What would you do if you lived here? 
● Who do you think lives here? 

Now turn to the cover. We have gone inside the house from the title page. 

● What can you see? 
● Does the back cover give you any more clues?  

Read the story together 

Make a Word Hoard 

There might be some words which Frederick uses that you don’t know the meaning of, so why 
not build up a word-hoard? Find a chest, a box or some other fancy receptacle to keep your 
word-hoard in. Whenever you meet a new word, write it on a piece of paper, along with a 
definition. Place the paper in the word-hoard. Open your word-hoard regularly and revisit the 
words. Can you remember the definition? What is you favourite new word? Share it with your 
group if you can, either online or next time you meet. 



Listen the the woodlark's melody 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/woodlark/ 

Emma Chichester Clark has portrayed some of the birds very accurately. Can you use her 
illustrations  to identify which type of bird is which? You can use the RSPB bird identifier to help 
you. https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/identify-a-bird/ 

You might like to compare the illustrations featuring Emily and Frederick. 

Look together at page 16. 

● What can you see? 

Compare pages 3 and 16. 

● What differences can you see? Look at the use of colour. Which child do you think is 
happier? 

Comparing Frederick and Emily’s language 

Choose two letters to look at closely, one from Emily and one from Frederick. Read the letter 
from Emily. Ask your adult or sibling to read Frederick's reply. You can hear that they use 
language in very different ways. 

● How could you describe this difference? 
● Which writing style do you prefer? 
● Which is clearer to you? 

You can make your own paper aeroplane by following the instructions on the back of the title 
page. 

What happens next? 

Can you share your ideas about what happens after the book ends. 

● Did you find this book funny? 
● We all find different things funny! Let your group know about the funniest book you’ve 

ever read either online or when you next meet. 

You can find out more about Emma Chichester Clark and her wonderful books by looking at her 
website http://www.emmachichesterclark.co.uk/blog.php 

  

 


