
In the Key of Code – Home Learning 
The two most helpful things you can do at home to support your Reading Gladiator are: 

1. Build background knowledge: The format of this verse novel and the subject matter are 
likely to be unfamiliar to some children, so the most helpful home learning is to take time 
to research the background, which will aid understanding. Talking with children about 
what they have found out. Have they discovered anything they did not know before? Is 
there anything that puzzles them? How could they find answers to their questions? 

2. Read Aloud and together: It takes time to get into the rhythm of a text written in an 
unfamiliar way and where possible we recommend that you read with and to your child 
rather than expecting them to do all the reading independently. Once they get into the 
rhythm and understand what the text ‘sounds like’ they will find it easier to go solo. If 
they do find it challenging find out why and talk it through with them. 

 
Dealing with Change 
This story is about a girl who moves from her home in Wisconsin to California, two very different 
states in the USA. She is also starting a new school, so there are lots of changes for her to adjust 
to. 
Begin by comparing Wisconsin and California... they are both in The USA but what are the 
differences? 

• What would it be like moving from Wisconsin to California? 

• What would you miss is you had to make this move? 

• What would you look forward to? 

• Look at the different tourism industries in both States as this will give a good idea of the 
recreational activities. 

• When you have found out a little bit about these places, talk about which state you think 
you would prefer to live in.  Share your ideas. Maybe different family members have 
different ideas. 

Most children experience changes in their lives, moving home, moving school, changing friends, 
changes in families. Talk about the experiences that you and your child are happy to share. It will 
help them understand some of the feelings experienced by the main character in this story. 
 
Music and Technology 
There are two main subject areas covered in the story, music and digital coding. Children’s 
experience of these subjects will vary widely. Some may have little knowledge and others will 
have experience and expertise. 
You can help to fill the gaps, perhaps by listening to and sharing your thoughts about some of the 
music mentioned in the book.  
Please note that there are two pieces of music that we would not recommend sharing in primary 
school, though you will have your own boundaries for what is suitable in the home environment. 
Our guidance to schools is as follows:  Katy Perry’s ‘California Gurls’ seems to be totally lacking in 
irony. The lyrics and could be used as part of the discussion about gender stereotype that the book 
invites. This would be best undertaken after reading the novel when gender roles have already 
been questioned. In our view, the music video is inappropriate for watching in primary school. 
Tupac’s 'Hail Mary' has x rated language.  As usual, ensure you are familiar with lyrics and any 
videos before directing children to them. 
The lyrics are not reproduced in the book, but you should be aware before going down an avenue 
of research that you would prefer to avoid. 
All the other music tracks mentioned could expand your child’s musical experience and 
repertoire. 



Lots of specialist music terms are used in the story and they have more than one meaning – the 
technical meaning and a different meaning that reveals something about what is happening in the 
story for example, duet, quartet, diminished fifth 
You could talk about how the different pieces of music reflect the mood and Emmy’s feelings at 
different parts of the story. How do these pieces of music make you feel? Do you find yourself 
wanting to dance, tap a rhythm of listen quietly? Do they make you feel jolly or melancholy? 
Your child will have been introduced to the rudiments of coding in school. The language of coding 
is cleverly interwoven with the words in this story. The symbols are introduced gradually and 
mentioned more frequently as the story progresses. Your child will find it easier to read 
independently if you spend some time in the early chapters to check that they understand how 
the symbols are being used. Treat is as a joint discovery. Your child will be developing some 
sophisticated inference skills as they get to grips with this. 
 
If your child is confident to read the book independently encourage them to find the time and 
space to do this. We know it can be challenging, especially when we are all being asked to stay at 
home for long periods of time. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


