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Choral Reading Guide 
 
 
Purpose 

Reading the text chorally and then repeated reading in pairs enables children to 
develop their confidence with difficult vocabulary, which in turn allows them to focus 
on reading with expression. Choral reading provides a model of fluency, improves 
sight word recognition and allows practice and support in reading. 
 

Process 

Choose a text which is not too long, or select a portion of the text, at an appropriate 
independent reading level for the children involved. 
 

Read to the children and explain that you want the children to follow along, taking 
note of where you change your expression and phrasing.  
 

Depending on the text, you will draw attention different aspects, e.g. 
 

• Could you hear where I was pausing? These commas take pauses in the right 
places so I could get the right expression. 

 

• Did you notice how I read that? This punctuation mark, is called an 
exclamation mark and that's why I read it in that way. Now you have a go.  

 

• Could you tell which word was written in italic type? I read it with more 
emphasis and a little bit louder. Can you try that?   

 

• These are imperative verbs, so we read them with authority, in a bossy voice. 
 

• This poem uses alliteration to mimic the sound of the wind, so I am reading it 
in a breathy voice, emphasising the sh sounds.  

 

Once you have read this to the children ask them to read along with you if they feel 
confident enough. Choral reading gives children the opportunity to read with fluency 
and allows them to consider pauses and emphasis.  
 

Once the children have practised reading the text a few times allow them to perform 
it. Ask the children to provide each other with feedback about their reading so that 
they will be ready to perform to a larger audience.  
 


