
 
 

Readers Theatre: Guidance 
Readers Theatre is a way of turning an extract from a novel the children are reading into a 
play script. It is especially suitable for sections with large amounts of dialogue and with lots 
of characters. 

 
This treatment makes for a dynamic reading which really excites and engages the children. 
Though simple, hearing different voices reading the parts of characters provides an 
opportunity for the group to think about characterization. 

 
Reading and re-reading allows readers to develop fluency, focus on expressiveness, intonation 
and inflection. However, the children’s interest should always be used to gauge how much 
re-reading is productive without diminishing their enjoyment. 

 
The Readers’ Theatre format provides an opportunity for students to develop fluency 
through multiple readings of the text by using expressiveness, intonation, and inflection when 
rehearsing the text. 

 
How to conduct Readers Theatre 

 
1. Work on a passage that is already familiar rather than reading cold. 
2. Even if the children have read this chapter prior to the session, you might start by reading 

it aloud to them so they can enjoy it, listen to your expression and phrasing. 
3. After you have read and talked about the passage. Hand out your prepared script. 

Each of the different parts is highlighted in a different colour. 
4. The narration can be read by the teacher or you may want to choose a very good reader, 

if they can cope with the part without losing the flow of the story. Speech tags (he said, 
she questioned etc.) are included with the narration. The only words spoken by 
characters are the lines of direct speech. 

5. Give the children the opportunity to read through the script independently. They do not 
memorise their parts. They will always be reading from the script. 

6. Discuss each of the characters in the script. What are they like? How do you think 
they would speak? 

7. Assign roles. 
8. Perform at least twice. Once for the children to develop familiarity with their character 

and a second time to polish and refine. 

9. You can if you wish, develop the scene further, with props and action and even 
memorising the parts. Although that isn’t an essential component of Readers Theatre. 

10. You might want to film your scene and upload the video to the Reading Gladiators 
website. 


