
 

Facts about Dogs 
 

General: 
 

● Dogs can’t smile 
● Dogs can’t cry 
● Dogs feel sadness and grief 
● Often dogs have physical similarities to their owners – hair colour/length/build 

The Irish Wolf Hound  
History 
This ancient breed originated in Ireland, where he served as both a war dog and hunting 
dog. Throughout history, the Great Hound of Ireland has been a marvel wherever he went. 
Roman consul Aurelius wrote in 391 AD that "all Rome viewed with wonder" the seven Irish 
Wolfhounds that had been sent to him as a gift. He was used as a war dog, his job being to 
pull men down from horses or chariots. They were also used for hunting elk, boar, and 
wolves as well as guarding homes and livestock. The Irish Wolfhound was prized for his 
ferocity and bravery in battle. Irish law permitted only kings and nobles to own the Irish 
Wolfhound, and the number of dogs owned was related to the prestige of the title held. For 
example, members of the lesser nobility were limited to two Wolfhounds. Irish legends say 
that folk hero Finn MacCool had 500 Irish Wolfhounds, with his two favorites being Bran 
and Sceolan, who were of magic birth. 
The Irish Wolfhound was a popular gift between rulers and other important people. Often 
they arrived wearing chains and collars made with silver and gold. A favourite tale is that of 
the Irish Wolfhound sent to the Prince of Wales, Llewellyn, by England's King John in 1210. 
The hound was named Gelert, and Llewellyn loved him more than life itself. 

 



 

The Irish Wolfhound: 
 
✂------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
is intelligent and gentle. They love being with people. With their family, they 
are calm and dignified and a great companion.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
is sensitive and must be trained using praise and food rewards and never by 
shouting. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
is the tallest of all dog breeds (approximately 2-3 feet). A male Irish 
Wolfhound usually averages 85 to 90 cm and 140 (10 stone) to 180 pounds; 
females are 81 to 85 cm and 115 (8 stone) to 140 pounds. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
is a gentle giant who gets along with everyone, including children, other dogs, 
and sometimes even cats.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
is very easygoing. They are not outdoor dogs, although they enjoy playing 
outside. They love long walks, but are also happy relaxing on the floor or in 
their bed for long periods of time. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
is brave but not aggressive.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
has a noble and commanding appearance. Beneath their shaggy eyebrows, 
are twinkly eyes that have a sweet, gentle expression. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


