
 

The Seven Basic Plots 
Many stories fit neatly into one of these plot frameworks. In the same way that some 
books don’t fall neatly into one genre category, there are also many stories that 
include elements from different basic plot lines. It is useful for children to be aware of 
the different shapes a story can take to help their understanding and enjoyment when 
reading a story and also to support their own writing. 
 
Overcoming the Monster 
The main character sets out to defeat an enemy which is a threat to the 
main character and/or their homeland. 
e.g.: Greek myths such as Perseus and Theseus, Beowulf, Dracula, War 
of the Worlds, Nicholas Nickleby, James Bond, Star Wars, Harry Potter, 
Shrek, Jaws and The Hunger Games, 
 
Rags to Riches 
The poor hero/ine suffers hardship before ending up with power, wealth, 
and a happily ever after ending. 
e.g.: Cinderella, Aladdin, Jane Eyre, A Little Princess, Great 
Expectations, Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, The Prince and the Pauper 
 
The Quest  
The hero and some companions set out to find an important object or to 
get to a location, facing many obstacles and temptations along the way. 
e.g.: Iliad, Watership Down, The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, The 
Land Before Time, Indiana Jones, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 
 
Voyage and Return 
The hero goes to a strange land and, after overcoming the threats it 
poses to him or her, returns with experience. 
e.g.: Odyssey, Alice in Wonderland, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, 
Peter Rabbit, The Hobbit, Chronicles of Narnia, Labyrinth, Finding Nemo, 
Gulliver's Travels, Apollo 13, The Wizard of Oz 
 
 
 
 



Comedy  
Light and humorous character with a happy or cheerful ending; a story in 
which the central motif is the triumph over adverse circumstance, 
resulting in a successful or happy conclusion.There is usually a conflict 
that becomes more and more confusing, but is at last made plain in a 
single event, often a wedding. Most romance stories fit this plot pattern. 
e.g.: A Midsummer Night's Dream, Much Ado About Nothing, Twelfth 
Night 
 
Tragedy 
The hero has one major character flaw or great mistake which usually 
results in their death. The reader is usually sympathetic with the fallen 
hero as they were essentially a good character e.g.: Macbeth, The Picture 
of Dorian Gray, Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Hamlet, Snow White 
 
Rebirth 
During the course of the story, an important event forces the main 
character to change their ways, often making them a better person. 
e.g.: The Frog Prince, Beauty and the Beast, The Snow Queen, A 
Christmas Carol, The Secret Garden, Despicable Me, Megamind, How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas 
 
Source: The Seven Basic Plots: Why We Tell Stories Christopher Booker (2004) 
 

 

 
  


